
 

 

Mr. Raymond Muwaniri 
An Bord Pleanála 
64 Marlborough Street 
Dublin 1 
001 V902 
 
 
 
 
Re: ABP-321507-24 and ABP-321495-24 - Pre-application Consultation and Design Flexability 
Opinion for an 11 no. turbine wind farm and associated infrastructure. Located within the townlands 
of Beagh More, Cloonbar, Cloonnaglasha. Corillaun, Derrymore, Shancloon, Toberroe and 
Tonacooleen, County Galway 

Dear Raymond, 

 

Thank you for your letters dated 08th April 2025 (case ref: ABP-321507-24 and ABP-321495-24 
enclosed for record) containing minutes of our first pre-application consultation meeting held on 12th 
March 2025, including minutes of the discussion held relating to a design flexibility opinion from the 
Board.  

Our client, the prospective applicant, RWE Renewables Ireland Ltd., wishes to submit the following 
comments / clarifications pertaining to the record of said meetings:  

Pre-Application Consultation (ABP-321507-24) 

1. As part of the Applicant's presentation for pre-application consultation, it was stated that 
noise modelling has identified 2 receptors which might experience noise levels above daytime 
levels. However, the minutes have documented 3 locations. Additionally, it was noted at the 
meeting that one of the receptors is an involved landowner and an agreement is in place that 
the property will be uninhabited for the duration of the windfarm operation. It was also stated 
by the Applicant that the noise exceedance is only at specific wind speeds and can be readily 
mitigated through operational controls. 

 

2. During the discussion it was noted that 'some turbine locations have been revised due to the 
presence of bats'. To further clarify, in accordance with best practice guidelines "Guidance on 
Bat Surveys, Assessment & Mitigation for Onshore Wind Turbine Developments – Version 1.1 
NIEA, Natural Environment Division, (2021, Updated April 2024)" and "Bats and Onshore Wind 
Turbines: Survey, Assessment and Mitigation (SNH, 2019 and NatureScot 2021)" and as 
informed by bat survey carried out between 2020 and 2023, turbines were moved beyond the 
recommended 200m buffer from maternity/hibernation/swarming sites and 50m from key 
foraging, commuting and landscape connectivity habitat features.    
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3. Regarding Canadian pondweed (Elodea canadensis) it is noted that this species is not listed in
the European Union (Invasive Alien Species) Regulations 2024 as invasive alien species of
national concern. However, this species is listed in the Third schedule of the European
Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 (as amended). The clean-check-
dry protocol will be employed to ensure that the project does not cause the dispersal, spread,
or growth of any aquatic invasive species including Canadian pondweed.

Design Flexibility (ABP-321495-24) 

RWE Renewables Ireland Ltd. can confirm that the minutes are an accurate reflection of the rationale 
upon which a design flexibility opinion is sought. 

Request for Formal Closure of Pre-application Consultation Process 

RWE Renewables Ireland Ltd. confirms that no further pre-application consultation meetings are 
required and that they are happy to formally close the pre-application consultation process. 

We look forward to the Board’s determination in this regard. 

Yours sincerely, 

__________________________ 

Rita Mansfield 
for and on behalf of Fehily Timoney and Company / RWE Renewables Ireland Ltd. 

Encls. 
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